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Research	
  Methods	
  

•  Social	
  scien5sts	
  have	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  methods	
  they	
  
can	
  use	
  for	
  the	
  third	
  step	
  in	
  the	
  inquiry	
  
process-­‐	
  gathering	
  data	
  

•  All	
  three	
  areas	
  prefer	
  different	
  approaches	
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Case	
  Studies	
  

•  A	
  Case	
  Study	
  is	
  the	
  observa5on	
  of	
  an	
  
individual,	
  a	
  situa5on,	
  or	
  a	
  group	
  over	
  a	
  
period	
  of	
  5me	
  

• Why	
  a	
  case	
  study?	
  

•  By	
  studying	
  one	
  situa5on	
  in	
  depth	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  
detail	
  can	
  be	
  uncovered	
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Case	
  Studies	
  

•  Hypotheses	
  about	
  similar	
  situa5ons	
  can	
  be	
  
developed	
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Types	
  of	
  Case	
  Studies	
  

Anthropological	
  Case	
  Study	
  
•  A	
  work	
  that	
  deals	
  with	
  the	
  descrip5on	
  of	
  
specific	
  human	
  cultures	
  

• May	
  study	
  people	
  in	
  one	
  culture	
  at	
  a	
  5me	
  in	
  
depth	
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Types	
  of	
  Case	
  Studies	
  

Psychological	
  Case	
  Study	
  
•  A	
  work	
  that	
  is	
  grounded	
  in	
  personal	
  
experiences	
  and	
  was	
  of	
  looking	
  at	
  the	
  world	
  

•  Psychologist	
  would	
  work	
  closely	
  with	
  one	
  
individual	
  on	
  order	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  help	
  
that	
  person	
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Types	
  of	
  Case	
  Studies	
  

Sociological	
  Case	
  Study	
  
•  A	
  work	
  grounded	
  in	
  the	
  structure,	
  
development,	
  interac5on,	
  and	
  collec5ve	
  
behaviour	
  of	
  groups	
  or	
  individuals	
  

•  A	
  sociologist	
  may	
  interview	
  the	
  students	
  of	
  
one	
  class	
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Experiments	
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Experiments	
  

•  The	
  essence	
  of	
  an	
  experiment	
  is	
  to	
  determine	
  
how	
  one	
  factor	
  is	
  related	
  to	
  another	
  

•  Ex…..could	
  one	
  factor	
  be	
  cause	
  by	
  another	
  

•  Ethical	
  care	
  for	
  human	
  beings	
  taken	
  into	
  
considera5on	
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Experiments	
  

•  Looking	
  at	
  grades	
  and	
  impact	
  of	
  car	
  use	
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Sample	
  Surveys	
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Sample	
  Surveys	
  

•  Are	
  used	
  to	
  obtain	
  informa5on	
  about	
  the	
  
thoughts	
  or	
  behaviour	
  of	
  a	
  large	
  group	
  of	
  
people	
  

•  They	
  are	
  called	
  sample	
  surveys	
  because	
  
researchers	
  ask	
  ques5ons	
  of	
  a	
  fairly	
  limited	
  
number	
  of	
  individuals	
  who	
  represent	
  a	
  large	
  
group	
  

14 



Sample	
  Surveys	
  

•  Draw	
  conclusions	
  from	
  the	
  smaller	
  sample	
  

•  Tool	
  used	
  to	
  gather	
  informa5on	
  is	
  usually	
  a	
  
ques5onnaire	
  

•  How	
  many	
  people	
  must	
  be	
  sampled	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  
reliable	
  result?	
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Sample	
  Surveys	
  

•  Large	
  enough	
  to	
  include	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  
characteris5cs	
  that	
  might	
  affect	
  the	
  result.	
  

•  Popula5on	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  age,	
  sex,	
  
occupa5on,	
  religion,	
  culture	
  and	
  other	
  
characteris5cs.	
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Interviews	
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Interviews	
  

•  Used	
  when	
  a	
  researcher	
  needs	
  detailed	
  
informa5on	
  from	
  a	
  few	
  people	
  and	
  is	
  looking	
  
for	
  explana5ons	
  and	
  descrip5ons	
  of	
  thought	
  
and	
  behavior	
  

•  Dialogue	
  between	
  interviewer	
  and	
  subject	
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Interviews	
  

•  Ques5ons	
  are	
  prepared	
  in	
  advance	
  	
  

•  Interviewer	
  may	
  stay	
  with	
  these	
  ques5ons	
  or	
  
allow	
  the	
  interview	
  to	
  develop	
  according	
  to	
  
the	
  	
  discussion	
  that	
  follows	
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Observa5on	
  

•  Learn	
  about	
  how	
  people	
  respond	
  in	
  certain	
  
situa5ons	
  

•  Observa5on	
  methods	
  have	
  the	
  advantage	
  of	
  
helping	
  researchers	
  learn	
  about	
  people	
  in	
  
their	
  normal	
  surroundings	
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Observa5on	
  

•  Serveral	
  methods	
  

Unstructured	
  Observa:on	
  
•  Studying	
  people	
  without	
  a	
  predetermined	
  
idea	
  of	
  what	
  to	
  look	
  for	
  	
  

•  Cafeteria,	
  Park	
  Bench	
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Observa5on	
  

Structured	
  Observa:on	
  
•  	
  involves	
  planning	
  ahead	
  of	
  5me	
  what	
  will	
  be	
  
observed	
  and	
  noted,	
  and	
  keeping	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  
things	
  to	
  look	
  for	
  

•  Car	
  use	
  on	
  grades	
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Observa5on	
  

Par:cipant	
  Observa:on	
  
•  	
  used	
  mainly	
  by	
  anthropologists	
  

•  Observes	
  group	
  but	
  also	
  par5cipates	
  in	
  the	
  
group’s	
  ac5vi5es	
  

•  Living	
  in	
  other	
  cultures	
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